
English 090 Rubric 

 

      Format ________________________ Organization __________________________ Thesis ________________________ Audience/Vocab/English Usage  ________________________ 

 

      Name_______________________________________________________________  Late Points____________________  Final Essay Grade____________________________________ 

 

Criteria A (93-100) B (85-92) 

 

C (77-84) 

 

D (70-76) 

 

Format The essay follows all formatting 

guidelines—includes all header 
items, title, indentation, and line 
spacing.  Essay meets 
maximum length requirements.  
(5 points per error)   

 

The essay follows most formatting 

guidelines—includes most header 
items, title, indentation, and line 
spacing.  Essay meets standard length 
requirements.   (5 points per error).    

The essay follows few formatting 

guidelines—includes few header 
items, title, indentation, and line 
spacing.  Essay meets minimum 
length requirements.  (5 points per 
error).    

The essay follows little to no 

formatting guidelines—includes little 
to no header items, title, indentation, 
and line spacing.  Essay does not 
meet length requirements.  (5 
points per error)    

Organization The essay contains a logically 
developed introduction that 

provides clear context for the 
argument. The body provides 
effective and powerful research 
on a specific topic. The 
conclusion leaves the reader 
with a clear sense of purpose.  
Clear, relevant research 
questions are used along with 
suitable research methods. All 
paragraphs have smooth and 
varied transitional phrases.   
(10-20 points per error) 

 

The essay contains a loosely 
developed introduction, which attempts 

to provide context for the argument.  
The body provides generally effective 
research on a specific topic. The 
conclusion leaves the reader with a 
general sense of purpose or may 
summarize the essay.  Generally clear, 
relevant research questions are used 
along with suitable research methods. 
Some paragraphs have effective 
transitional phrases.  (10-20 points per 
error) 

The essay attempts to develop an 

introduction, which may lack 
context. The body provides some 
research on a specific topic. The 
conclusion may merely restate the 
thesis.  Research questions are not 
used consistently and are unclear 
and irrelevant. Transitional phrases 
are rarely used.  (10-20 points per 
error) 

The essay lacks a logical 

organization and might attempt to 
provide research on a specific topic.  
Research questions are non-
existent.  Transitional phrases are 
rarely or never used.  (10-20 points 
per error) 

Thesis The essay provides a 
meaningful thesis that clearly 

defines the issue and position 
and provides direction for the 
argument. 
 

The essay provides a thesis that 

generally defines the issue and position 
and provides some direction for the 
argument. 

The essay provides an unclear 
thesis that may or may not define 

the issue. Position may be 
unstated.  Direction is largely 
lacking. 

The essay provides a weak and 
vague thesis.  Position is unstated, 

and no direction for the argument 
exists.  (no clearly stated thesis = 
30 points) 

Audience/ 
Vocabulary/ 

Standard 
English Usage 

 

The essay demonstrates a 
clear sense of audience and 

uses the appropriate 
vocabulary for that audience.  
The essay contains few, if any, 
errors in the conventions of 

standard American English.  
Diction and vocabulary are 

appropriate for an academic 
audience.  (Less than 5 
mechanics errors) 

 

The essay demonstrates a general 
sense of audience and adjusts 

the vocabulary for that audience.  The 
essay contains some errors in the 

conventions of the standard American 
English, but errors do not interfere with 
the reader’s understanding of the essay. 
Diction and vocabulary are somewhat 

appropriate for an academic audience.  
(6-10 mechanics errors) 

The essay demonstrates little 
sense of audience and makes few 

adjustments in vocabulary for that 
audience.  The essay contains 
numerous errors in the 

conventions of standard American 
English, which may interfere with 

the reader’s understanding of the 
paper. Diction and vocabulary 

are inconsistently appropriate for 
an academic audience.  (11-15 
mechanics errors) 

The essay demonstrates no sense 
of audience, uses limited 
vocabulary, and makes no 

adjustments.  The essay contains 
serious errors in the conventions of 

standard American English, clearly 
interfering with the reader’s 
understanding of the paper. Diction 
and vocabulary are inappropriate 
for an academic audience.  (16- 20 
mechanics errors) (20-30 
mechanics  errors = 60 points) 
(more than 30 mechanics errors = 
50 points) 


